Publishing » Children’s classic is reworked as vehicle for satire on Blair’s Britair

I the updated ‘Wind in the Willows', Male i2 propelled from the rumal idyll of almost a century ago (below) to today's less hospitable landscape  nyin s sz

Mole, Ratty and Mr Toad row back to
the future in “The Wind in the Pylons’

By Jaivees Morrison
At arnd Madia Cormespandent

The Wind tn the Willows, ihe
children's claszic that
conjures up images of a
timeless English roral idyll,
has besn reimeented with a
dark new bwist. Almost a
century after Maole, Ratty,
Badger and Mr Toad first
enchanted readers, a sequel
te Eenneth Grahame's novel
will plunge them into 3
corparate, pollution-soeaked
workd modelled on Tony
Rlair's Eritain.

It is the latest children's
ook to be re=worked for a
nostalgic sdull sudicnce

Om the surface, The Wind
iy it P}'.!r‘.-.llt. by the ansthor
and landscape photographes
Gareth Lovett Jomes,
containg all the elements that
made The Wind in the
Willows 2o popular, The
story, which opens with
Mole being transported
thrmigh a time tunnel (o the
present day, adopts a prose
stylein h:-n"pi.ng with the
original and reintroduces all
the ald characters.

Bust beneath bts cosy
cXLerior I8 a savage satire on
the state of modern Britain

Mr Toad, whio tn the
original was portrayed as a

boasifiul but ultimately
endearing country gent, is
reincarnated as Wyvern
Toad, the ruthless hesd of @
mubinational. Ratty, the
avuncular water vole,
re-aqipears a8 his henchman,
M Rette, who mums the
“de-girthing™ unit responsible
for sacking the company’s
surplus employess.
Meanwiile, the weasels,
Eha: Scheming carmivores
Cirzhame used to depict the
less savoury elements of the

| working classes, here

| embody the excesses of post-

Thatcher yuppiedom.
However, Badger, the
loweable curmsdgeon,
recelves miore sympathetic
treatment. e takes the role
af the leader of an
underground revahstinnany
group called the Animale

Liberation Front, The word
‘amimale’ means humane.

Alongside Graharme's
original cast of characters,
Kt Jomnes has introduced a
host of new pratagonists -
many of them based on
recognisable public figumes
Chief among these is Probity
Stoat, a slimy, smooth-talking
peditician inspired by Tony
Blair im his days a= Leader of
the Chppaosition

In one scene Feminiscen
af Orwell's Amimal
Farm - in which the once
revolithonary plgs are seen
supping with their human
“explodters™ - Stoat reassunes
Toad he will not stand in the
way of the interests -nF'h'||5:
business if and when he
COHMIES [0 POAVET.

(Mher characters inclide

Gibber, whom br jones

describes as “an appalling
Tory pofitician”. He is
modelled on one of the three
“hastards” John Major
blamed for und ermining his
policies on Europe -
Beelieved fo be Peter Lilley,
Johin Redwood and Michaiel
Portillo = but the ssthor
declines to specily which.

ber lones. wio took five
years towrite his movel,
confesses that li would have
had a mixed response al best
from Grahame, a lormer
secretary of the Bank of
England with somewhat
mone ConseTvative views
than his own, Howeser, his
ability to publish the nowel,
which comes aut in October,
iz assured: because Grahame
died almost exactly 70 years
agn, the copyright on his
civations has jst run out,

“it's a book of ideas, and
ir's ETORATI Very Jllwly.' sd
Mr Jones, who lives near

in Berkshire, naat

far frovm where Grabhomie
once Inved. =1 started writing
it somctime around the
middle of E¥S when [ was
gerting very angry about the
way things were godng in the
COURETY.

“The nowel is st a short
while before Mew Labour
came o poawer. [ts o cliche

mows, bl when | started. it
was less appreciated that
Blair hiad .I.q,'-q_'l:].ll.ll.'d the
Thatcher project.™
Deespite its strongly

| nllegorical mature, The Wen
| b the Pylons, which is spli

into two volumes, has taken
Ereal care to stay as faithiful
g pl.::-.hll:':-u b Caraliamee’s
original. The cover
tlhustration, by Judy
Hummaond, is based |_'t|_|-;..|_-|_1_I
on E H Shepherd's drawing:
tor The Wind in the Willosws
und even the typelsce is in
kecping with that used in th
original print runs,

The Wind i the Malons is
Far firomn the first sequel toa
classic children's novel to b
written by someons other
than the original author. Ter
years &go, William Horwoos
wraks geveral pew stories
inw:'lvh‘q.; CGrahiarmi-s

| characters with the

agroement of thédaie
moveliss cstate.
In 84, Gilhert Adair

| committed what mamy

reggarded as heresy by
wrilings Alice Throwugh the
Mevdle’s Fye, a fq:-llnm'-up Th]
Lewis Carroll’s Alice books.,
Spin-offs have also been
written to Enid Blyton's
Famous Five novels, as well
as Thormas the Tink Engine.



